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Walmart Joins the Fray 
 
 Walmart will start vaccinations this week at its six stores in Vermont.  People will register for 
appointments at these new sites through the Health Department website and call center. To register go 
to the state vaccination registration site at www.healthvermont.gov/myvaccine. 

 

New Vaccination Opportunities Available for Eligible Vermonters (65 and over) 

Vermonters age 65 and older can sign up to get vaccinated this Sunday March 7 at a large-scale 
vaccination event held by Kinney Drugs at Spaulding High School in Barre. About 1,100 doses of vaccine 
are anticipated to be available. 

 

You must register for the event by visiting: https://kinneydrugs.as.me/BarrePopup.  

 

If you have already made an appointment at another clinic but would like to get vaccinated sooner, you 
can still register for the Barre event – but please CANCEL your original appointment in the system where 
you made it. Cancellations and unplanned no-shows could result in spoiled vaccine doses. 

 

If you need to cancel your appointment, please do as soon as possible. If it was made on the Health 
Department website, you’ll need to log in to your account and cancel it there. If you have trouble 
canceling, call 855-722-7878. 

 

The state is also partnering with the Vermont National Guard to administer vaccines. The first of these 
events was held today at the Doubletree Hotel in South Burlington and will continue through March 7. 
As many as 400 doses will be administered per day. Next week, the Guard efforts will expand to the 
Barre and Springfield areas.  

 

These events will be open to eligible Vermonters by appointment. To schedule your appointment, visit 
healthvermont.gov/MyVaccine. 

 

We also plan to activate an even larger contingent of the National Guard on March 15 to provide more 
vaccination opportunities as the supply increases later this month. 

 

No Improvement in Northeast Case Counts 

 

The recent drop in case counts the last few weeks has apparently bottomed out. Three of the northeast 
states have seen increases, 3 have seen decreases, and Vermont, apparently unwilling to break a tie, 
had the same number of new infections two weeks in a row. Infections are counted Tuesday through 
Tuesday. Here’s the numbers: with the difference between the preceding  week in parenthesis: 

CT: 6,437 (+1,345); MA: 9.759 (-300); ME: 1,191 (+223); NH: 1,880 (-768); NY: 51,857 (-348); RI: 2,587 
(+394); VT 669 (+ - 0). 
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A Call For Licensed Nursing Assistants  - Helen Porter- Join a Legion of Health Care Heroes!  

Are you interested in starting a career in patient care?  If so, this opportunity is for you! 

Helen Porter is excited to be offering a new Licensed Nursing Assistant Training Program at Helen 
Porter.  Helen Porter is collaborating with the Hannaford Career Center in Middlebury Vermont and will 
pay the enrollment fee for the LNA Trainee class while also paying you to learn!  Participants will earn a 
full-time salary while learning to become a LNA.  At the Hannaford Career Center in Middlebury, VT, the 
6-week class is 3pm – 9pm Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays.  On the days you are not in class, you 
will be working at Helen Porter as an LNA Trainee as part of the nursing department by providing 
support services and gaining experience caring for our residents.  

Once you have successfully completed the class and obtained your LNA license with the State of 
Vermont, you will transition into a vacant, full-time LNA role at Helen Porter.  We require a commitment 
of one year as a LNA at Helen Porter.  You can find more information here: 

  https://www.portermedical.org/departments-and-programs/helen-porter/ 

And On The “Hill”… 
 
The Ralph Myre golf course grounds are closed to the public. Reserved for Midd College students only. 
 
The TAM, however, previously closed on sections through the campus, is open to the public again. 
 

Of the 5,943 tests administered to incoming students between February 21 and March 3, six were 
positive, 5,870 were negative, and 67 individuals are being retested due to an insufficient sample or 
inconclusive result. The students who tested positive are in isolation housing, receiving care and 
support, and we have completed contact tracing. As of today, 10 of 25 students remain in quarantine 
due to exposures on campus or before arrival. Seven employees have recovered. 

Overall, this is good news and an indication that the vast majority of students successfully completed 
pre-arrival quarantine and followed room quarantine and health and safety protocols. These numbers 
also show that we have a higher prevalence of COVID-19 in our community than we did in the fall, one 
indicator that has prompted us to continue with more frequent testing at least through next week, 
including testing all students again next Monday, March 8, and Thursday, March 11. 
 
You can follow all of this and more at the Midd College COVID reporting dashboard . 
https://www.middlebury.edu/office/spring2021/covid-reporting-dashboard 
 
In The Meantime… 
 
Vermont is NOT taking a lead from Mississippi or Texas and all safety protocols remain in place with 
respect to masking, social distancing, and in congregate gathering.  About 1 in 6 Vermonters are 
approaching full immunity at this time, but as we see with the numbers, the virus is still viable and 
infectious. Even if you’d had your shots, you must still mask up in public.  And keep in mind, the 
vaccination’s efficacy is about 95%. There’s always that pesky 5% to deal with.  A little longer folks, the 
end may be in sight. 
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